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The Johnston Building, a Collegiate Jacobean Building originally constructed as a dining hall for the Florida 
State College for Women, is located in the historic center of the Florida State University campus. Over the years, 
it served as a surge building for a variety of programs, and graduates from many majors fondly recall attending 
classes in it. Funded at the end of the Great Depression, the building recalls an era when hand-craftsmanship of 
details was still commonplace. Gould Evans was asked to design a 67,000 square foot renovation and 78,000 
square foot addition that would retain the building’s traditional appearance while adapting it into a multi-use 
facility that would serve the needs of millennial students. The goal was to create a “living-learning environment” 
in concert with the surrounding residence halls.  

The newly-transformed building integrates a range of academic departments and spaces, including classrooms 
and laboratories for Communication and Information (including Health Informatics), Art Education, Art History 
and Human Sciences (Family and Child Sciences, Textiles and Consumer Sciences, and Nutrition, Food and 
Exercise Sciences), along with student services and a large library. The building also provides the first permanent 
home for the Department of Interior Design in the college’s history. Director Lisa Waxman is a celebrated 
educator, researcher and author – having researched and written a great deal on the concept of the “third 
place” – those spaces that are not work or home, but gathering places with the potential to create community.  

Following Waxman’s lead, the design team put this vibrant mixed-use program on display via the intersection of 
horizontal and vertical – circulation and transparency. A five-story interior atrium with a glazed curtain wall 
organizes the building, draws daylight into its heart and provides a distinct identity for each academic unit visible 
from the main common space. Like a plaza in an urban setting, the atrium is surrounded by a “streetscape” of 
corridors of varying character and scale.  Daylight, reflective surfaces, bright colors, and visual connections 
between spaces provide a dynamic and welcoming backdrop to foster student activity, comfort, and 
collaboration. On the ground floor, the rich program of public space features an expansive learning studio with 
tutoring, advising and academic support elements as well as study space. The prominence of these services 
facilitates student engagement and retention – maintaining a vibrant and active student support environment for 
the building and larger community. On the upper floors, collaborative areas are balanced with intimate study 
spaces to support a full spectrum of student interaction. A variety of non-programmed areas encourage students 
to engage each other informally, connecting the diverse departments and programs. 

The project is also a crossroads of old and new. The crisp, contemporary finishes of the new atrium and 
addition complement the warmth of the original 1930's Collegiate Jacobean and Art Deco interiors, 
distinguishing new from old. The design team retained and re-purposed many elements of the original building, 
creating spaces layered with history and meaning. The building is LEED Gold Certified and designed to meet the 
targets of the 2030 Challenge. It recently received the AIA Florida Honor Award of Excellence for Historic 
Restoration and Addition for its progressive approach to historic restoration.  

About Gould Evans
Gould Evans is a design and planning firm whose principals and associates are united around a common 
vision: to create environments that transform their surroundings, engage their occupants, sustain their 
environment and support our clients’ missions. Our portfolio is intentionally diverse, encompassing living 
spaces, higher education projects, research facilities, civic buildings, cultural institutions, athletics facilities, 
workplaces, environmental branding and urban planning. Our designs have garnered local, regional and 
national awards for their specificity to people and place. Founded in 1974 by two former University of Kansas 
School of Architecture classmates who shared a passion for regional architecture and design, today our 12 
principals lead more than 140 associates across five studios in locations as diverse as San Francisco, Kansas 
City, Lawrence, Phoenix and New Orleans. To learn more, visit www.gouldevans.com.
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Historic façade fronting the campus quad. 
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              A 1960’s connector between the original 1920’s dining hall and the 1936 William Johnston Building was demolished to enable the five-story expansion. 
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    New Atrium. The inverted ceiling, clerestory windows and light and reflective materials all contribute to the building’s LEED Gold certification.
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The five-story atrium was designed to showcase the diversity of programs within the building and bring light and energy deep into its center.
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               Transparency between spaces fosters interdisciplinary engagement and reinforces the identity of each of the building's seven departments.
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The cantilevered atrium stair and detailing reinforces light, transparency and movement. 
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Individual study niche. 
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Particular attention was paid to architectural detailing to reinforce the distinction between old and new and honor the craftsmanship of the original building. 
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Students have affectionately named various spaces within the building.  The “red bar” has become an identifier and destination. 
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Flexible furniture in group work spaces supports all manner of collaboration.  Glass partitions have become billboards for student expression.
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             Open source classroom. Transparency, multiple teaching walls, flexible furniture and raised access flooring facilitate multiple modes of teaching and learning. 
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            First floor lounge at the intersection between old and new.  The original doors (which did not meet current building codes) were repurposed into a 
          screen - as an expression of the building’s original craftsmanship and a sustainable element. 
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           A large lecture hall was fashioned from a dining hall that had fallen out of use for over half a century.  Partitions and dropped ceilings were stripped 
     to reveal the original hand-painted ceiling tiles and wood trim.
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Historical photographs of Johnston Hall.



2013 Gould Evans. Higher resolution images available upon request. 

Site plan.  
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Section through new and old portions of the building.




